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European Parliament
2014 - 2019

Committee of Inquiry into Money Laundering, Tax Avoidance and Tax Evasion

COORDINATORS' MEETING

Thursday, 4 May 2017
10h30 to 12h30

Paul Henri Spaak (PHS) 3C050
Brussels

Summary of Coordinators recommendations

Present:

Bureau: Werner Langen (Chair)
Ana Gomes (1st Vice-Chair)
Pirkko Ruohonen-Lerner (2nd Vice-Chair)

Coordinators: Dariusz Rosati (EPP Coordinator)
Peter Simon (S&D Coordinator)
Bernd Lucke (ECR Coordinator)
Michael Theurer (ALDE Coordinator)
Matt Carthy (GUE Substitute Coordinator)
Sven Giegold (Greens Coordinator)
Barbara Kappel (ENF Coordinator)

Co-Rapporteurs: Jeppe Kofod (S&D)
Petr Ježek (ALDE)
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A. Adoption of draft agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.

B. Chairs’ announcements

The Chair made the following announcements:

 Feedback meeting with the Belgian Special Committee on Panama Papers

 Update on Malta, involvement of other PEPs in the panama
revelations: The Chair informed the Coordinators about the latest
developments in Malta and proposed to invite the Prime Minister of Malta,
Joseph Muscat, to a hearing with the PANA Committee. The coordinators
agreed to invite him for the 17th or 18th May (Strasbourg week).

 Future Coordinators’ meetings: the Chair suggested to hold fewer
Coordinators’ meetings from now on, as the remaining outstanding
decisions (such as programme of hearings) can be easily taken by written
procedure. This should free up time for shadows meetings on the draft
report, as well as further readers meetings which have proven useful. The
Coordinators agreed to maintain the next Coordinators’ meeting on
Tuesday 30 May, from 17.00 to 18.00 in Brussels.

 Draft report: Although the Secretariat assists in the drafting of the draft
report, the Chair pointed out that this should be first and foremost the
task of the co-rapporteurs (and their teams).

 Reports of the PANA missions: The Chair pointed out that the reports
of the PANA missions are drafted by the secretariat. Political groups can
then formally request changes if deemed necessary.

 State of play of PANA work - press conference in June (one year
after PANA committee’s constitution): Coordinators agreed to hold a
press meeting in June, taking stock of the State of play of the PANA
committee’s work, the state of (non-)cooperation with other EU
institutions, and the state of play of the committee’s report.

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

C. Access to documents

Exchange of views with Sabine Henzler, Director of DG TAXUD —
Directorate-General for Taxation and Customs Union (European
Commission)

On request of the Members of the PANA-committee, the Commission was invited
to explain the arrangements made between our institutions especially with regard
to the blackening of documents.
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It was agreed to send letters to the Council (Permanent) President and to the
Council’s Secretary-General on the Council’s non-cooperation with the PANA
committee, notably with regard to access to documents and the non-attendance
of Council and Code of Conduct Group (CoCG) representatives in PANA committee
hearings.

ITEMS FOR DECISION

D. Next PANA Missions

 Portugal - 22/23 June 2017

 Cyprus - 6/7 July 2017
(awaiting approval by CoP+Bureau foreseen for 11 May / 15 May)

The Coordinators took note of the draft programmes for the missions to Portugal
and Cyprus. Political groups may submit requests for changes to the secretariat
by next Tuesday, 9 May 12h.

E. Hearings in June/ July

 FIUs - 21 June

The Coordinators agreed to invite a selection of FIUs (and possibly other
supervisory bodies), notably on

- the FIU-mapping report by the FIU platform
- FIU cooperation, notably in the area of exchange of information on tax crimes -
- in the context of the Russian “Laundromat” case (possibly together with
journalists involved in the Laundromat” leak)

The secretariat shall submit a proposal for a draft programme, based on
objective criteria and the topics as outlined above.

 Finance Ministers - 10 July

The secretariat has received from political groups a wide range of proposals of
Finance Ministers to invite. The Coordinators were invited to send suggestions
for objective criteria on whom they wish to invite by next Tuesday, 9 May 12.00.

F. Draft final roadmap of the PANA Committee

The Coordinators took note of the updated version of the final roadmap of the
PANA Committee.
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ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

G. Next Committee meetings:

 Hearing of 9 May on “Cooperation in tax matters with European and
non-European jurisdictions”

The Coordinators took note of the draft programme for the hearing. They
were also informed of the unavailability of Mr Fernando Rocha Andrade,
Secretary of State of Tax Affairs of Portugal to attend this meeting.

 Hearing with Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the European
Commission, Edward Scicluna, representing the Maltese Council
Presidency and Fabrizia Lapecorella, Chair of the Code of Conduct
Group
Tuesday, 30 May, from 15.00 to 18.30

The Coordinators were informed that the Chair of Code of Conduct has
declined the invitation, and that Maltese Presidency has still not replied. As
the hearing with Commission President Juncker is foreseen for 1 ½ hours,
coordinators requested to either add other business to the meeting, or to
shorten the meeting accordingly.

 Joint PANA/JURI Hearing on “whistle-blowers” - 21 June, from 9.00
to 11.00

The Coordinators took note that the JURI Committee has appointed Virginie
Rozière (S&D) as rapporteur on the INI Report on “Legitimate measures to
protect whistle-blowers acting in the public interest when disclosing
confidential information of companies and public bodies”.

In agreement with the JURI Committee, it has been decided to organize this
joint hearing on 21 June am, which is a PANA slot.

 Hearing on “Follow-up to the missions and hearings” of 21
June, from 11.00 to 12.30 - State of play

The Coordinators took note of the state of play of the invitations sent to the
following persons for the hearing of 21 June am:

Malta Mission

Keith Schembri

Letters sent by the Chair.
No reply receivedNinu Zammit

Nexia BT

Luxembourg Mission
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Pierre Gramegna, Minister of Finance

Reply by letter of 13/04/2017 “due to
an official mission to the United States,
Minister Pierre Gramegna will
unfortunately not be able to participate
in the hearing..”

Jean-Claude Fautsch No reply received

Jean-Claude Limpach No reply received

Claude Marx

Reply by letter of 13/04/2017:
“remain at the disposal of the
Committee should there be more
questions... we feel that it is no
appropriate for the CSSF to appear in
a public hearing of the Committee”

Guy Arendt, Secretary of State for
Culture and former Lawyer

Has accepted to participate as a
former lawyer, and not as Secretary of
State for Culture

Alain Steichen No reply received

Carlos Zeyen
Reply by letter of 5/05/2017 - Declined
the invitation due to serious health
problems

Hearing on 6 March on Intermediaries (Part III)

Patrick Suet, Chairman of Société
Générale Bank & Trust

Reply by email: “we could not accept
for Societe Generale to be treated
unfairly or singled out in any manner,
even more so on account of the level
of cooperation and openness we have
shown.

Accordingly, I am confident you will
understand our legitimate motives
when I say that Societe Generale
cannot agree to another participation
in a PANA committee Hearing.”

H. Letter from EP President, Antonio Tajani, on the meeting with
Isabel De Saint Malo De Alvarado, Vice-President and Foreign
Affairs Minister of the Republic of Panama

The Coordinators took note of the letter from EP President, Antonio Tajani,
informing the meeting with Isabel De Saint Malo De Alvarado, Vice-President and
Foreign Affairs Minister of the Republic of Panama.

They also took note of the reply from PANA Chair to EP President Tajani.

I. Any other business
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I. Time and date of next Coordinators' meeting

 Tuesday, 30 May pm in Brussels.


